December 28, 2009
<Delegate/Senator/Governor-elect name>

<Address>
<City, State, Zip>
RE: Support of Criminal Justice and Mental Health Initiatives  

Dear <Delegate/Senator/Governor-elect name>,
As your constituent, I am writing to urge you to remove the proposed budget cuts for jail diversion from 2010-2012 biennial budget proposal and keep these vitally important initiatives at the forefront of your mind.  
The development and implementation of Criminal Justice and Mental Health Initiatives which includes, both pre- and post-booking diversion programs and the development of therapeutic receiving facilities have gone, and will go, a long way in promoting and fostering humane, respectful, and recovery-oriented community based responses to justice involved individuals with mental illness.  
As a community consumer advocate I am dedicated to doing what I can to further develop and implement these initiatives both here in the <local area name> and across the Commonwealth.  Virginia has made great strides over the past 3 years in working to provide services to justice-involved individuals with mental illness.  I urge you to remove the proposed budget cuts for jail diversion and keep the momentum of these initiatives going.
Thank you for your attention to these extremely important, and indeed often life-saving issues.  

Very truly yours,

<Name>

<Title>
