December 28, 2009
<Delegate/Senator/Governor-elect name>

<Address>
<City, State, Zip>
RE: Support of Criminal Justice and Mental Health Initiatives  

Dear <Delegate/Senator/Governor-elect name>,
As your constituent, I am writing to urge you to remove the proposed budget cuts for jail diversion from 2010-2012 biennial budget proposal and keep these vitally important initiatives at the forefront of your mind.  
The inappropriate incarceration of individuals with mental illness has disproportionately impacted Virginia's local and regional jails.  A 2009 survey by the Commonwealth's Compensation Board reported that 17.6% of inmates were identified as having a mental illness.  Breaking those numbers down even more, it was reported that 14.7% of males and 38.5% of females were identified as having a mental illness.  By providing services both inside and outside of the jails, we are able to divert these individuals into long-term services and reduce further involvement with the criminal justice system.     
These initiatives are supported, not only by criminal justice and mental health agencies and consumer and family advocates, but also by the Department of Criminal Justice Services and the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services. 
Virginia has made great strides over the past 3 years in working to provide services to justice-involved individuals with mental illness.  I urge you to remove the proposed budget cuts for jail diversion and keep the momentum of these initiatives going.
Thank you for your attention to these extremely important issues.  

Very truly yours,

<Name>

<Title>
