December 28, 2009
<Delegate/Senator/Governor-elect name>

<Address>
<City, State, Zip>
RE: Support of Crisis Intervention Team Programs 

Dear <Delegate/Senator/Governor-elect name>,
On behalf of the <agency name>, I am writing to provide my support for the Criminal Justice and Mental Health Initiatives taking place both here in the <local area name> and across the Commonwealth.  As a career law enforcement professional, I have observed first-hand the need for better, safer, and more expedient methods of handling crisis situations involving individuals with mental illness and their families.  
My <officers/deputies> handle incidents involving individuals with mental illness and/or co-occurring disorders on a daily basis.  On some days, we may respond to as many as five calls that require the interaction among the local mental health services, emergency medical professionals, magistrates and/or jail officials to address the needs of persons with mental illness involved in the criminal justice system.

My office has been fully invested in working with our local Criminal Justice and Mental Health Taskforce to develop and implement solutions to these often difficult situations.  The unique opportunity to sit down with other law enforcement agencies throughout the <local area name> as well as consumer groups and mental health professionals has been, of itself, an invaluable tool for addressing issues involving the interface between the criminal justice and mental health systems and I hope you will keep these initiatives in the forefront of your focus.  
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to bring these matters to your attention.  

Very truly yours,

<Name>

<Chief/Sheriff>
